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	Faculty Information
	Name
	Ik-sang Eom

	
	E-mail
	eom@hanyang.ac.kr

	
	Home University
	Hanyang University

	
	Department
	Chinese/Korean Language and Literature

	
	Homepage
	

	Course Information
	Class No.
	
	Course Code
	PER2021
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	KOREAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Mon-Fri / 09:00-11:50 & 13:00-14:50

	
	Course Description
	This course is designed to explore modern Korean society, culture, and language within an East Asian context. It begins with an examination of the formation of modern Korean society, recent transformations, and current social issues. The course then explores various aspects of Korean culture and contemporary developments, followed by the cultural dimensions of the Korean language and the linguistic dimensions of Korean culture. These topics will be considered from an East Asian perspective, with comparisons to Chinese and/or Japanese societies, cultures, and languages.
Students will be assessed based on attendance (10%), participation in daily discussions (20%), daily quizzes (20%), an individual research paper (40%), and an oral presentation (10%) on a relevant topic. Each paper should be six to eight pages long, single-spaced, excluding the cover page. The topic should be chosen from Korean society, culture, and/or language.

	
	Course Objective
	The main goals of this course are twofold: (1) to understand the formation of modern Korean society and culture, as well as their recent developments, and (2) to explore the cultural aspects of the Korean language and the linguistic aspects of Korean culture within East Asian contexts.

	
	Prerequisite
	n/a but Elementary Korean is preferred.

	
	Materials/
Textbooks
	Kim, Youna. 2017. Routledge Handbook of Korean Culture and Society. Abingdon: Routledge.
Sohn, Ho-min. 2006. Korean Language in Culture and Society. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
Other selected articles 
*All the reading materials are uploaded on the Weekly Learning Section of the LMS.

	Evaluation
	Attendance
	10%
	Quiz
	20%

	
	Assignment
	0%
	Mid-term Exam
	0%

	
	Presentation
	0%
	Final Exam
	0%

	
	Group Project
	0%
	Participation
	20%

	
	Etc.
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	PPT and Oral Presentation
	10%

	
	
	A Research Paper
	40%

	Daily 
Lecture Plan
	Day 1
History
	Introduction to the course
A Glimpse of Korean History
Thousands of years of Korean History: Birth and Growth (MC Youn)
Compressed Modernity in Korea
*Discussion on the History of Pre-Modern and Modern Korea

	
	Day 2
People
	Genetics of East Asian People
Phylogenetic Studies on the Origins of East Asian Languages
Language Families in East Asia
*How Genetically Related Are the People in East Asia?

	
	Day 3
Languages
	Typological Comparison of East Asian Languages: 
Language Contact between Korean and Neighboring Languages
The Relationships of East Asian Languages
*How and Why Are East Asian Languages Similar or Dissimilar?

	
	Day 4
Society &
Social Issues
	From Poverty to Prosperity: Korean Economy in Global World
Korea’s Democracy Movement and Creating a Democratic Society
K-Education and the M-Z Generation
The Korean Family in Transition, Birth Rate, Marriage
*Discussion on Modern Korean Society 

	
	Day 5
Writing Systems
	Korean Alphabet and Writing Systems in East Asia
Past and Present: Chinese Characters in East Asia
Controversial Issues in Orthography
Conflicts in Romanization of East Asian Languages
**How Hangeul is Different from Chinese Characters and Japanese Kana?

	
	Day 6
Cultural Symbolism
	Sound Systems of East Asian Languages
Sound Symbolism and Homonyms
Cultural Symbolism in Korean Numbers, Colors, Animals, and Plants
Discussion on the Culture beyond the Language

	
	Day 7
Language & Society
	Korean Slangs and MZ Gen’s Abbreviation
Gender Differences, Aegyo and Cultural Aspects in the Kinship Terms
Dialectal Differences in Korean
*Why Is the MZ Gen. fond of abbreviated words?

	
	Day 8
K-Pop Culture
	The Korean Wave: Soft Power in a Digital Cosmopolitan World
K-Drama, TV Shows, Movies
K-Pop Music and Entertainment Industry
K-Food from Fine Dining to Street Food
*Discussion on the Languages in K-pop Culture

	
	Day 9
Term Paper
Presentation
	Presentation on Individual Paper on Korean Society and/or Culture
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