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	Faculty Information
	Name
	John McGuire

	
	E-mail
	mcguire@hanyang.ac.kr

	
	Home University
	Hanyang University

	
	Department
	School of International Studies

	Course Information
	Class No.
	18518
	Course Code
	DIS4029
	Credits
	3

	
	Course Name
	AI Ethics and Society

	
	Lecture Schedule
	Mon-Fri (1PM – 5:30PM)

	
	Course Description
	This course explores how artificial intelligence (AI) is transforming our economy and society, examining its key benefits alongside its ethical and existential risks. Grounded in moral philosophy and theories of justice, the course begins by analyzing the nature of machine intelligence, data toxicity, and algorithmic bias. It investigates key societal challenges, including AI disinformation, deepfakes, mass surveillance, and the rise of AI companionship. The course also analyzes the physical and economic impacts of AI, including job displacement, the environmental footprint of AI, and the geopolitics of the global semiconductor supply chain. Finally, the course confronts the long-term and existential threats posed by AI, such as lethal autonomous weapons (LAWS), alignment, and the loss of control, before evaluating global regulatory approaches and the future of AI governance. Classes include a mixture of live lectures, class discussions, online group discussion forums, and panel discussions.

	
	Course Objective
	Artificial intelligence is transforming our lives, economies, and societies, but is this the dawn of a new era in human flourishing or the beginning of humanity’s decline? What benefits or harms is AI expected to bring about? What ethical concerns and questions of distributive justice does it raise? This course is designed to equip students with the knowledge, critical perspectives, and analytical skills needed to examine these questions and to prepare them for a future in which AI is certain to play an increasingly prominent role. 
By the end of this course, students will be prepared to:
· Apply normative ethical theories and theories of justice to algorithmic systems, data toxicity, and machine agency.
· Critically assess the real-world consequences of AI, from disinformation and mass surveillance to economic displacement, environmental footprints, and semiconductor geopolitics.
· Examine long-term risks, including LAWS, alignment, and loss of control, while evaluating global regulatory frameworks and the future of AI governance.


	
	Course
Requirements
	Prerequisites: None. This course is open to all university students.
Language Requirement: As this course is conducted entirely in English, proficiency in written and spoken English is essential for active participation in lectures, discussions, and coursework.


	
	Materials/Textbooks
	All reading and video material for this course will be available online. Links to the material covered in each class will be made available to students through a separate file. Books that will be discussed include the following:
1. Life 3.0 (Max Tegmark)
2. Human Compatible (Stuart Russell)
3. Atlas of AI (Kate Crawford)
4. Empire of AI (Karen Hao)


	Methods
of
Evaluation
	Attendance
	20% (-3 for every day absent; -1 for every late arrival)

	
	Tests 
	30% (2 tests x 15% each)

	
	Leader report
	20% (group leader report + panel discussion)

	
	Discussion forum
	20% (Participation in group discussion forums)

	
	Participation
	10% (Participation in class discussions, surveys, and other tasks)

	
	
	Evaluation Item
	Ratio

	
	
	Tests
	30 %

	
	
	Assignments
	 30 %

	
	
	Attendance
	20 %

	
	
	Participation
	20 %

	Daily
Lecture Topics
Daily
Lecture Topics
	Week 1
Week 1

	Day 1
	Foundations and methodologies

	
	
	
	1. Course introduction and scope
2. Overview of AI and AI ethics
3. History and significance of applied ethics
4. Introduction to ethical reasoning


	
	
	Day 2
	Philosophical frameworks

	
	
	
	1. Ethical theories (Libertarian, Utilitarian, Deontological, Virtue ethics)
2. Theories of justice (Libertarian, Utilitarian, Egalitarian, Pluralist)
3. Applying normative frameworks to algorithmic decision-making


	
	
	Day 3
	The nature of AI and algorithmic harm

	
	
	
	1. Brief history and types of AI (Symbolic to Generative to Agentic)
2. Human vs. machine agency
3. Bias, hallucination, and data toxicity
4. High-stakes deployments: criminal justice, banking, and healthcare


	
	
	Day 4
	The possibility of AI consciousness and the moral status of AI

	
	
	
	1. Artificial consciousness and the moral status of AI systems
2. AI systems as moral agents vs. moral patients
3. Debates over legal personhood and rights for AI systems
Test 1 (covering classes 1 - 4)


	
	Week 2
	Day 5
	The impact of AI on the economy, human labor, and creative rights 

	
	
	
	1. AI automation, job dislocation, and the future of work
2. Data extraction, scraping, and the IP rights of creative workers
3. Economic redistribution models: UBI, Universal Basic Assets (UBA), Data Dividends
4. The US-China tech war and hardware geopolitics
 

	
	
	Day 6
	The environmental footprint and global supply of AI

	
	
	
	1. Environmental costs: compute energy, cooling water, and e-Waste
2. Supply chain ethics: data annotation/labeling exploitation and mining footprints
3. AI's dual role in the climate crisis (solutions vs. hyper-consumption)


	
	
	Day 7
	The social impacts of AI and information warfare

	
	
	
	1. AI & Human Relationships (Parasocial AI Companions, Grief Tech)
2. Epistemic Degradation: Misinformation, Deepfakes, & Synthetic Media
3. Mass Surveillance, Predictive Policing, & Digital Authoritarianism


	
	
	Day 8
	The governance, safety, and existential risks of AI

	
	
	
	1. Autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) and the AI arms race
2. Existential and catastrophic risks of AI (loss of control, ASI)
3. Technical AI alignment, interpretability, and machine ethics


	
	
	Day 9, 10
	The governance, regulation, and politics of AI

	
	
	
	1. Global AI regulation (EU AI Act, US executive orders, global frameworks)
2. Power centralization: open-source vs. proprietary tech monopolies
3. Social backlash and synthesis: designing sustainable AI futures
Test 2 (covering primarily classes 5 - 9)
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